
Top of Allegheny 
By Stan Cohen 
I ! a ivil War campground and battle-

1\11 0111. wIlding Cfoml?;.c 0 of Allegheny (also called Allegheny 
, Id I. w ·1I preservef III ~~ amp Baldwin), just off Route 250 

, ,0111111. Illnp All S ,cny 0' Vir ioia (sec maJ?) . This could very 
III Poc. h 11m 011 Illy, IweOs: an · ~nallcred Civ,l War battlefield in 
\\ II lJ<I Ih bcSI xamp c 
110 niled 101 s. 

vcr 4 200 (cel of trcnches, four gun emplacemeDts and ODe 
d ' still plainly visible. Several other remDaDts of 

m_n~"n POd S~r~~~s are found at Cbeat Mountain, Elkwater and 
llW""es nn 0 f AU h B " w io Ihe vicinity of Top a eg eny. 

bin siles of the Confederate tro,?ps a.re still marked by rock 
pil I fI from tl,eit chimneys and cODtal~ed m all about 1,200 meD. 
1<UlY bullets, metal pieces and persooalunplemeDts bave been found 

am OS the e piles. 
The battlefield site straddles the old Parkersburg and Staunton 

Turnpike and was the encampment of several Confederate units dur
ing the winler of 1861-62. One battle was fought. bere o.n Dec.em!'er 
13 1 6 1 resulting in a Federal defeat. The turnpike durmg this tun.e 

• an i~portaot military road across the Allegbeny Mountains from 
th~ b~andoah Valley to the counties of western Virginia and gave 
direct access to the vilal Baltimore and Oblo Railroad further north. 

t 4 250 fee t in elevation, this was the bigbest Confederate winter 
ampground during the war. 

On October 3, 1861, Federal forces under General Josepb J . 
;nolds attacked the Confederates at Camp Bartow, some eight 

aWes . WIt from Camp Allegheny. The Federals were repulsed and 
( reed 10 retire to positions on Cheat Summit, some twelve miles 
.... y The C'!nfedera tes. retired to Top of Allegheny, wbere they 
aDele preparau for willter camp . 

. -en! other troop reinfor cd the Confederates until they bad 
lath of pprollimntely 1,200 men UDder the command 

I chr., rd Johnson, oC the 12th G o rgin infantry. dditioD I 
IJoacd lhc~ re the 2 1" th nnd 52nd irgini:!, Hans-t:-::::,)' Rc)cra t II n , Lee' Old filler ootlcri (ight 

pi • hmcnt r the: Pit yh oi nvalry,' 

n r Ih hill t p Old build int r b" 
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T_ till ~·b l. OD DOr1b slde of field. 
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. Illli" i. olunlecrs1 Bracken'. Cavalry and Rigby'. Ar 
""J \" ,,1. d d up Ihe lurnplko from Barlow 10 attack Camp ~ 
ul r rh so lroop hod been gathered ~rom Belington, Bever! 
~I • III filkwolor and heat MounlalO and were believed rc; 
11"11<)/1 ' 000 men by Lhe enemy at the time of lbe battle.' 
oUR11lC r • 

~hlro)' , plil his command and ordered Colonel Moody to take 
of Ih I p. Around the left of th<: enemy and attack. Milroy 

~... In tim WOS 10 allack on the nght . 
• 1 .... 

\ raJ deserlers from the Confederate forces were leading Mil-
. uoo • bUI th Y encounlered Confederate I'ickets who alerted 

" !tOO - defending Lhe hlU and thwa rted a surprIse attack. Johnson 
csJled bis troOps logether and from the commanding heights 

... n murder us fire upon the enemy. The battle swayed 
forth from early morn ing to mid-afternoon when the Fed-

u< f d 10 break aU the engagement. 

y' fa in the meantime had difficulty in getting to the 
r:/. baltle nod by the time they arrived Milroy's command was 

He attacked anyway, but by now Johnson could bring 
command 10 bear on the enemy and Moody's troops were 

the fi Id. 

TIle Fcdetal.s proceeded back down the tnrnpike to safety in 
lta::ldafpb C 1)', ca rrying many of their wounded with them. 

Total casualties for the Union forces were 20 killed, 107 wound-
10 rumina; and 20 kiUed, 96 wounded, and 28 missing on 

C I.e Iide.' o n idoring the length of battle (about seven 
) ..J the nUlllber of men involved, the ca ualities were quite 

bcJd the area th rough the winter, and left 
!be nandoah nUoy in irgioia . Most of 

III rdnt r ing the hiU, building cabins and try-

cn untcred there due 
r duty b len nly oc

furl u 

rain 

I 
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Vie" of Parkersburg and Staunton Turnpike from hllltop showing 
Ir'<Dcb om. Cabin sltes 10 left background. 

-
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",. reporl of Ill. enlo8emenl of Ille 13lb inslant, in wbicb your 
I colnnlllnd mel ond repulsed a vastly superior force with a 

~.I}. n volor worlhy of ,lhe highest ad~irallon, bas been eommuni
> Ie.t~ hy mo 10 Ihe Presldenl, ond I relo,lce to be made tbe medium 
fl~ntnlllnicl\tinH 10 you nnd to your. ~ffl~ers and men the expression 

~r hi, .hllnks nnd of Ihe great gratificatIOn be has experienced at 
'our ,, \} ce . 

I bnppy 10 add lhol tbe President readily and cheerfuUy assented 
mft~ , ugge lion Ibat you should be promoted to tbe ranle. of briga
dier-generol, as a mark of hrs approval of y,our conduct, and your 
o minnli n will accordrogly be this dar sent m to tbe Congress, and 
tBkc dole from the day of the battle, 

J, p, Benjamin 

Tbi property sho~d b~ preserved ei~e~ by a priv~te concern 
r th tale as a b,attle~Jeld site, and some limited recreational facili

Ii aod inlerpretat:Jve diagrams IDstalled, There are many attractions 
in the area already that draw many people, such as the Cass Railroad, 
r--~o Bank Ob ervatory, Spruce Knob, etc, and this could be a popu
br nllIllctioo, if properly promoted, 

'01 cW R«lmls, SWCI I, Vol. v, 464, 


